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To all my clients, vendors, networking partners, and friends: Happy Holidays! 

 

Every year, it is a Words Have Impact tradition to offer up some kind of puzzle. Past puzzle solvers have 

won free project time and, of course, my admiration and respect. 

  

These puzzles are harder and harder to create every year because of one thing: Google. With Google, one 

can find everything from anagram solvers to riddle answers. In the past, I’ve asked folks not to use 

Google, on their honor. This year I thought: why fight it? Why not make this year’s puzzle a test of their 

Google chops? 

 

The idea was liberating, allowing me to craft a puzzle that combined my love of the game Tri-Bond and 

my soft spot for trivia with my knowledge of writing for search engines. And I love that the puzzle 

reflects what I do as a writer: often, my job is to take seemingly unrelated ideas, find the common thread, 

and begin to weave a story around that thread. This puzzle will give you a glimpse of that. 

 

Here’s how it works: A tri-gram is a set of three things that are all related somehow. For example, “red, 

blue, green” are all colors. That one is easy. More difficult is “Dung, Bailey, Volkswagon”. Those are all 

beetles. (Get it?) And some can be misleading. For example “Mars, Milky Way, Take 5” (candy bars, not 

space stuff!) Finally, they need not all be the same kind of thing, for example, “Virgin, Breakfast Club, 

Raising Malawi” might lead you to Madonna. 

   

The next page has a total of 9 tri-grams. Some are easy, some are hard. Many are built to be misleading, 

so I wouldn’t stick all 3 into Google at once. Better to find out about each one and draw your own 

conclusions. (…Or is it?) 

 

Once you solve a set of 3 tri-grams, those answers are another tri-gram. That tri-gram will lead you to a 

story, and the answer to that tri-gram is an answer to a question post at the end of the set. 

 

If you correctly answer all 3 questions, those 3 answers are themselves a final tri-gram. With a little help 

from Google, you should be able to use it to answer my final question and win this year’s puzzle.  

 

Good luck! And if you get stuck, feel free to share with your networks and friends. I will post a digital 

copy on LinkedIn for all you puzzle fans!  



Answer: 

 _________ 

• Presidential Palindrome 

• Rough Rider 

• Bull Moose 

Answer: 

_________ 

• Douglas 

• Frasier 

• Eastern White 

Answer: 

 _________ 

• Local marketing trophy 

• “Lovable” Bigot 

• Born from Pep, #22 

Answer:  

_________ 

• Egg Nog 

• Hot Toddy 

• Jockey Club 

Answer:  

_________ 

• Charles Tilly 

• Nicolaus Copernicus 

• St. Louis Women's Cycling 

Answer:  

_________ 

• Boann's name 

• Prions 

• Beau Fraser's Book 

 

 

 

 

 

But where was it hidden? 

 

3) But what kind of beer is it? 

 

Answer: 

_________ 

• Neufchâtel copy 

• Chester, NY 

• Alvah Reynolds 

Answer:  

_________ 

• Shirtwaist 

• Bridgewater Foundry 

• Third Degree Glass 

Answer: 

 _________ 

• “Crunchy Frog” 

• Castella 

• Apple pie 
 

1) But where was it hidden? 

 

2) But what was Athenaeus’s recipe for?  

 

(1)   __________________ 

 

(2)   __________________ 

 

(3)   __________________ 

 

My wife said that, if at least 

one person figures out this 

puzzle, she will make this 

for me for Christmas: 

 
_________________________________ 


